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O THE READER. 


7 2 Hriſlian Reader, good Wine needeth 
AN 1 garland, itwillpraiſe it ſelfe : ſs 
S/2/Ray (/ perſwade my ſelfe) will this enſu- 
; ing Sermon, which a learned, holy 
and faithfall ſeruans of God far- 
merly viua voce in publique, ſoun- 
ded tw the tarts of me and many, 
and efterwards,as 4 token of his 
Chriftias loat to me, b:/lowed wyon me in writing, which 
being ſo fraitfull aud neceſſaric « labour, in the indgement 
of the gadly and learmed that bane ſeene it, and ſo ſpecially 
befitting #heſe Iuke-warme and backſliding times, 1 thought 
I could nat, without preindice to thee, ſafſer it to lie by me 
for my prinate inſiraition and benefit alone, and therefore 
for thy good, the keeping in precious memorie the Preacher 
thereof, whom the Lord hath gathered into his barne, and 
for the glarie of God eſpecially, 1hane conſented that it be 
mad: mere publique and common, by comming vnder the 
preſſe. The Lord grant, that it may hage that ſucceſſe ins 
mee andthee, which hee that game firſt life unto it in ſiudy- 
inz, aud brought it forth by preaching, imenacd, and 1 in 
conſenting and cauſing 10 haue#t printed, deſire : ſo ſhall 
ihe Feeble Ives ke and doubting Chriſtian, be taken by the 
band, flared and comferted a2 4imft the feares of total back- 
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But we are not they which withdraw our ſelues into perat- 
tion , but follow faith vnto the, conſernation of the 


ſonle. 5 . 
'.'Þ ay cf HE Apoſtle -hauingin- the verſe 


SIN before,remembred the fearefull 
Sa, cſtate of ſuch whoithrough vnbe- 
M2928 lecfe arewithdrawne from God, 
| doth in this verſe preuenta ſcru- 
| ple which might ariſe in ſome ti- 
pz morous coniciences, doubting 
whetherthey were not in"this caſe next before threat- 
ned. Hee doth therefote take ſuch weake ones by the 
hand,ftrengthning them,by bearing themwitneſſe of 
their conditionz5manifeſted by the fruites aboue men- 
tioned,verſc 32.33.34: which eſtate is ſet downe here 
in this verſe; Firſt negariuely, by deniall of their vn- + 
belecuing reuolt. Secondly affirmatiuely,by auouch- 
ing their perſeucrance in faith, Either of theſe proper- 
ties of ynbeleefe and belecte,þcing amplified fromthe _ 
eff=& which accompanied thenicuis, deſtruftion Fa . 
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clauſe) and faluation of the ſame. © DS. 

The ſumme of the words. Feare not though I tell 
you that back(liders are veſſels of no delight, for your 
{clues with my ſelfe, are not ſuch who ſtcale from our 
companies, leauing our militarie profefion, which 
would turne in this life and the life to come to our 
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further deſtruCtion ; but we continue in faith,and pur 


foorth our belecte more and more, as occaſion requi- 


 reth, which bringeth vs here and euerlaſtingly to ſee 


the Lords ſaluation. 
Now for the inſtructions which both the ſcope 

and matter of the verſe include in them. Fitft that 
Panl doth confirmo them by bearing them! wirtiefſe of 
theireſtate. It doth teach vs,that we muſt ſtabliſh our 
weake brethren,by bearing them record of the graces 
wrought in them wee who have found grace muſt 
confirme others. If any thing more ſmart be vtrered, 
we tnuſt-mollifie it with fach wite prevention as Phy- 
fitions, if they foreſee onght harmmefull to 


the bodie, 
they corre& it with other ingredients , that it may 
wholeſomely be receiucd. If we faw one ready to trip, 
weewould reach him a hand and fuftainehimtfrom 
falling: much more muſt wee ſhew' this loue ro the 
ſoule thaking through frailtie. This wiſedome Chriſt 
vied, he quenched nor the ſmoaking flaxe : the feaſ- 
nable-reftifying to men their | good/ rhitips canſerh 


 themtotake increaſe : our honour of them, out diitie 


to thecomforr oftheir lives and to the rtuth, doth re- 
« vn it.. Such therefore are to be taxed who wanting 
is pradence,handle the word in diniding itlike him 


A —_ who gauy t6 the Aﬀe abone; 16'the 
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PRRMOESY and-incourage men carnally min- 
Towns thenrwer video? onal chap.13.22. 
Such-againe are they amongſt priuate Chriſtians, 
who like obs friends are a breaking to them, whom 

ſhouldcomfort and confirme. i 
econdly,we muſt be prouoked by this example to 
mcourage weake ones when they are doubting of 
their eſtates : for as a timorous patient imagining 
rwentic euils, when his Phyſitian affurech him thar 


his caſc is nothing ſo,is well farisfied : ſohere. 
Againe, in that hee faith, VVee are not they that 06/zrwar,s. 


withdraw. Hence wee are giuen to vnderſtand, that 
ſome may fall away from the graces recciued. In ſome 
manner Gods owne children and others are reported 
to haue fallen: Danid, Saul, Peter, Alexander, orc. But 
that this-may be more diſtinaly opened, three things 
muſt be conſidered. 
I. Firſt, from what the godly truly ſandified may 
All; howfarre other. or 
2. Secondly,from whence falls come, and the dif- 
— of them. i : : 
. Thyrdly.;what are the fſymprtomes or fignes of a 
ſtate Sons from God. Jo ; 
_. To thefirft,a man nothauing the true grace of the 
cle&,may fall from all outward priuileges, which hee 


holdeth as a member of the viſible Church. Second- 


ly, from-the effets of his grace-in life and conuerſa- 
tion. Thirdly, from the very habituall gifts, which 
were the fountaine whence his fruites flowed. Thus 
he may come to be twice dead, and in worſecaſe then 
cuer. | | | | 

The Lords chaſen mayfall from their outward pre- 
rogatiues,and{pu: the ftnites :butghat druine wm 


_— 


Y 
< FAM -* *& , S K-z *3J $ x $ 
- LHLEF> FS 6 2 ” B- 4 4 > LEY = » 
4 +” W244 IM; EXFugt. - Ae YT By ; 
i . ES ANY WE +<- ; as 432: BY A 2 - 5 
y © DE 5 Ng Wo by $2, Fs 5 c i % HS ; « kF > he 0 £] ; 
— 1 > ns. ft * d- "> ISS 5 3 BY + ; L - v9 
4s 234% fERD-> is OE” 4 = IE (8 EE - x FO 
. a of & 4 © An, » PF : ; *« LE Od 
% pu & Wo An $8 0G. 432875: s $9 &.- 
, WR” + 9 _ ” nai FE TD HS 206-0 ©» © LR 
by b id " 3 *% 4 a "Ire % S # Fn (2P FE: P PE ue 1 oY > T4 - £ ' 
et 7 3 "$f _ AER ES. 
>. By. OG: Ji 4 2. £5 Wo > 75... 5 Se LH LN 2 37,5 » ao. 
oY OR TS co 826, 3 TOE 
+ US WIS BA9, 50 CEL IT TIN) © [ " + 


< "S,. \ 
a - 28 
4 Py 
* >> b e 
i = L 
wy . 


. M ea. FOR oe 4s CF. 4 Wit 22a da TY EE EO RR a re” fete SIR bo, = CAL  H AE” NS 
" Fey” _ 5 4 oy 2 AS” 2 nA b, T5 L 14 i a 3% #p;;.robl St 2 > Sits MIO <4 47 oe I - 2” e130 [EE gh eo Y ray 5 tt ee IS "* ABR CDT Es of +. SY of ye 4 I 
hs ——_ : ian, Sa et oo tn Ws Heats +» BS." v Sho -. Ds ORF, EB TN OST EL OSIRIS ONT, Fe”. "pe? " bs Ae. ES £3 4 - aces "'» "Je "BAL IE Ine. Rs i IF ra a Wee. TIED AE. 72 SY By EM 0h 63 hu "RR Ber cn”, ” 
S-- a Fx EG mal geen. £2 bet har ff 5 = EEE Wo es b/3 ref teh * KN CRE Pl = IA Loo res el SRC TT rt Lia 9", Fr . : I SE -E 0p $6 OP ONES OE $$ SIP Ls 2 Fog EEO He FTA; 7 _ Fs gout OS £8 : — C 3 
5 pd a*% ” Fees: 2 »7 LNG TOC ENS Lg & 24 -L0 SON» «ns 32 Le J v nets: SF « L bx p «5 6 Y > 
f og HFS a" 5  ape0h OA KY On EE ONE IF * 20s gt 5 hy tht $6. $88 F , : by. * * 
ng: f ” 8 Gr ; : o "7 r ** v , < 
* £8 : | Hs , 
. *: . 3 2 ” = 
if b « f he ” - ? - £ 
, 4 p ; s 6 
Io FR 
E: ” . F 
-& of 
.: : A 
ag 3; 


Canſes rf defe- 
£101, 


o Noa o OY, I bo + &) 3 Ee nad 4 pe N 5 ROI 7 

b pu - Fl - \ " X or Er i > SD Ln BIN © >. Sf SES "6 Wot 72 n- 0-7 
bs. ; OE FO : _ SES 2 3 SI « VIP 2545, AY > , o 34 AN * panes. C9 79 

p ES IE OS Ls EPO. oo ST CET” FACT EO, L "IE = OL TERED. : 5 
EIS EE ARE IE A A TEL AS eres 1D ot bY ae i or ooh, 4 Oo Ie one Fe 

4 ad et ab 4 OY IR , WOT) IE SE WE on, es , CNL, # re £76 h 
xz 20 KS, x WH Y, $ - I-AA 
” i * : FT; hn nent Fs eg og EI as * - £ ” v 
I-77 py v4 da » 4 3 4 « 
, On " - -_ 
ww 5 * 
T ! | | 
* + 6 a _ 


- which worke in wit 


EET er OI 
k We" Fey 


BA bac 
_ 
« 


A 


ry 


ill abideth in them; and it is only with their graces, 
as it is with cheminde in diſtempers of mclancholic, 


and phrenic; with the Sunae in eclipſes , with the 


uce when leaues and fruires faile it; with the nacurall 


life when it moucth not, ne yet breatheth fenfible: 


which in diſeaſes of the Mother is often diſcerned. 
Their faith is a never failing faith; their life an eternal 
life ; their ſeedea ſecdeabiding in them. 

Now for the ſecond,viz. what are the caufes of fal- 
ling away,and that ſodiuerſly; this opened will tend 
a more thorovgh _ to the former. The cauſes 

drawing vs are inward or out- 
ward. But the varictie of theſe declinings fpringeth 
chicfly from the inward. 

The cauſ? in the Lords children is.,the ftate of their 
grace, which is ſuch as hath ſtill reliques of ſinne dwel- 


ling WILN It. 


- Thecauſcof the others torallfall is an eſfentiallde- 
fect in their grace, whichreacheth not to make a true 
vnion betwixe Chriſt and them, nor yer to produce 
true ſanCtification.. In a word, the cauſe of the ones 
perſcuering, and the others totall deficiencie, is not 
only to be taken from Gods power and gratious plea- 
ſure, trom-Chriſt his interceſhon, from Ne ſtinting of 
Satan to tbe heele of the true Chriſtian ſecede : but al- 
ſo fromthe efſentiall qualification, and diſpoſition of 
the grace beſtowed ypon either. But this is a difficul- 
te lurther to be: cleered;. How wee may formally di- 


_ Rioguuſh thelegifts which are in the Chriſtian that 


perſeuercth, from thoſe rhart are inhim that tempork 


icth. The difference is double : 
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follow vpon ſo different manners of being vnited with 

. To open the firſt, is ſet downe this concluſion : The 
ſpi git of the temporiſer doth meerely enligh- 
ten him to ſee Chriſt, bur doth not mouehis will to 
goemntoChriſt, as giuen him of God,that he might 
not periſh but hauc eternal! life.His application is an 
oucrweening hope,takenvp by his own preſumption; 
it is not a motion which the ſpirit doth elicite and 
draw out,bur ſuch as is his enlightning. 

--Inthe word of Chriſt are two things : firſt the truth 
df it,a true word: ſecondly,the goodnefle of it,a good 
word. That this may be apprehende@,God giveth his 
choſen not onely an apprehenſion, in the vnderſtan- 
ding of the truth, and goodneſle of it; but a motion of 
#ffance, which maketh the foule goe to,and claſpe a- 
bout Chriſt whom it bcholdeth. Hence it is that com- 
ming and belecuing,/obs 1.12.10bw 6:35.37. is appre- 
hending as when a thing is-taken by rhe handle : and 
from this propertic of faith, doth come thar internal 
vnion twixt the belecuer and Chrift, which maketh 
them dwell mutually one in the other. Hence it is that 
the true belecuer doth more afte& Chriſt, prize him, 
joy in him,more then the benefits by him. 

Now:the Papiſts faith is a meere enlightning,nor 
hauing any confidence within che compaſſe of ir,(for 
a man may be found in their faith, and in damnable 
deſpaire at the ſame inſtant)and rhe temporiſers faith 
hauing no more then an apprebenſion m the vnder-_ 
| Randing ofthe good word of faluation, joyned with 

 preſumptuous perſwaſion and fallible hopes concej- 
ued bo king con falſe reckonings : theſe cannot in- 


nely yaite hi-twith Chriſt but looke as a Wenne is 
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and ſome kinde of continuation with the other mena- ; 
bers; bur; hathndtfinewesnerues, arteries ſhotinto | 


inga&ion;{with thebodie, bur want the: influence (1 
that more-apere lipkment of that affiahced motion of 
the will, which only floweth from Chriſt into his pro- 


 rorrents, which hayc no head of liuing ſpringing wa- 
ters to feed them, cannot in'time butdrie vp : ſo theſe 


thing:,....,.. 
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irtrom head andhearr,as the other parts: ſo theſs'by 
their commonillumination and profetſion haue con- 


per members. And this-is the firſt ground of their af- 
ter failing : for looke as ſtanding waters,or neuer ſuch 


nothauipg Chriſt, the VVell-head of all grace, what- 
ſocucris.in them,in time fadeth and vaniſheth rono- 


X uh ; =. S$ 8* 2 F; 


' Fromgefcd of internall mnion, which is as it were 


the fountaine,commetha difference in grace deriued. 


The temporiſerg being:uch as-doth never truly hum- —PÞ 
5s mluch, as. i$ ſuperficiall,cinfincere': in a word, 


detect ts not petmanent. ooo 
\--Firlt, nor being within:the gratious light of this 
Sunneof righteouſnes, the depthof his wound is ne- 
uer gaged, and though hee know much humwliation, 
aan neuer truly humbled. Firſt he ſeethnot with 


25 dothnorrly finRifichimbyreaſon of which 
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ymbleconſciouſnes the ſinfull deprauation ofhis na- 
ture: his diſpleaſure is more againſt the fruires, then 

rootes whence they. iſſued. Paul a-Pharifie knew not 
concupilcence,;.a Papift acknowledgeth not this as 
finfull after he is once baptized, whercas this was the 


-— &. 


eſt pitch of Pas/s and Dazids penitentiall exer- 


- But may not the temporiſer know'and maintaine 
It : ; + | - 4 . the. 
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ropound 


aſſent eo it; yea deliuer-it to others,butfo. that the po. 
werof it doth not refle& on himſclfe,fo as tobe hum- 
bled in chis reſpec; but as the Moone giueth vs lighe 
whicleis, not rooted in the body of her.,for that conti- 
nueth darkſome : fo they receiue light from- Gods 
-word,and ſet it forthto pe Gamer. none in them- 
ſelues. Secondly; not being within grace,his confeſ- 
fionand paſſion-ynder finne- is not free-and voluntary, 
but extocted-either from ſome! cuidence, of light, or 
fafteuincing him; as Sa#/to Danid confeſſed; or the 
racke of Gods terrors enforcing it from him. VWhere- 
as.the. children of Gad,;who.now ſee thatthe more 


their-{is is, the tim og erg, their 


baſenes is his gloriewhpſc grace they liuc vnder, they 


frankly, yea delightfully.humble themſclues in confet- 
ſing ther vileneſſe, , Thirdly, not being'within the 


grace of Chriſt with-ſouodathance; beneuergrieueth 
atſ{inneas:it isenmitieagaint his God:: for to be con- 
trite in; this:regard;; implicth a;loue to.God, which 
cannot. bee in him'who hath not found God loning 
bim firk :he is vexedart his finnes-in reſpeR'ofbismr 
ſcries hee ſecth imminent, aronly as we ate world- 
ward,ſhamefull aberrations from practiſe of ſuch ap- 
parant vertues, which men may repute glorious, and 
much. affe&. In a word, hee is neuer truly. humbled, 
which hisobedience being partiall doth witnefle; for 
he will take and leaue inthat which hee heareth ar his - 
owne pleaſure : yea if croſſes come, he is too proud to 


humble himſelfe- vader Gods hand: he is lifced vp a+ 


boue others,whom hee our-ſtrippeth in common gras 
ces:he is cenſoxivus; without conſcience of that m_ 


» 
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gall condition wnder finne ; which is common to him 
* withothers: And from hence it is; that at length his 
- grace failcth: for as a houſe builded on the ſands. 
without adue ground-worke laid ; or plants varooted 
candor endure :{o this frame which wanteth the foun- 
dationand roote of graces, (fuch as humilitic is) can- 

" Secondly, I fay'from rhis prime defect of inner 
 vnion,all the remporiſers graces produced are ſuper- 
kciallllcighe full of ouerrure : whereas thoſe in ſound 
belecnersareſolid.ſabſtantiall, not r/5 intrinſecas defe- 
_ #ea9ſe, things which though outwardly they haue the 
appearance,yetare inwardly defectiue.Hencc it is that 
Pal calleth their podlinefic, a figure of godlinefle, 


. 


n-Tie. 3.5. heir knowledge an externall forme of 


knowledge, Revs. 2. 20. that Chrift maketh all they 
haue.a ſemblance,a ſeeming only, Lake 8.18 : for looke 
asawildeherbe, though ic hauc the name and com- 
env1/riature, yer a-difterech:much from 'one which 
_ - growethinigardens;better manured and dreſſed: and 
as'a blew, dicd with blockwoad, though it ſeeme 
ighter 5 6/8 is not ſoſub{tantialas that which 
is woaded (andthereforeavce ſay it is a true colour): 
ſohere though the graces of the temporiſer haue-the 
{ame-name and common nature, (for they are infe- 
riour works of the ſpirit) yea though they may cxcced 
inſhew, yet for the truth and ſubſtance, they are no- 
thing to thoſe thatare wrought in honeſt hearts; and 
fromhence come two things. 
_ +» Firſt their graces are ſoone growne vp for a thin 
ſuperficiall Se inhalfe the time thata ſubRanrial 
thing'is:in working,” They get the ſtart: and, while 


« 


manya eruchcartbefore them in theLord is complai- 
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ar the firſt, yer ſtill takerh increaſe, whereas a mole 
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| fie that the true beleeuer is onely ſaid to haue an ho-. 


_ Phyſitians Catholicon, &c. ſome againe that purge 


- medicine of grace,which God infuſeth into anhoneſt h : 
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ning of wants arid weakneſles,finful inclinations,vſur- 
ping in thenr; they are carticd, as ir were, per /altum, 
to their perfection. Buras a truc birth, though ſlowly 


groweth fafter at the firſt,bur loone ccaſcth ;and looke 
as in nature, things the ſooneſt ripe, are the ſooneſt 
rotten : So it farcth with theſe leap-Chriſtians, 

Secondly, I ſay their graces are infincere, their , 
hearts are neuer purged from ſome finne which they 
loue and like role in, for ſiniſter ends intertaining 
the meſſage of Gods mercie, which is not, that they 
may reucrence him, and ferue him all their daies with- 
out ſhauiſh terror : bur they gladly heare ir, as hoping 
that they haue a proteQtion by it,though they hold on 
in their own courſes. For this it is that the cle&s faith, 
which neuerfaileth, is calleda faith withour hypocri- 


neſt hearr. 1 
As God hath made ſome remedies in nature ſuch : | 
as purge vniuerſally every peccant humour, as the 


cars deletba, that expell choler, bur meddle not with 
melanchiolic; flegme, bur ſtirre not choler: So this 


hearr, it is a Catholique expeller ofall knowne finne, 
greator little. The grace of the temporiſer purgerh 
out theroote of no ſinne; repreſſeth the mouing and 
paroxiſmes as it were of fome choiſe ſinnes only, as in. 
Herod. And lence it is that the grace of the tempori- 
ſer doth not continue : foras corne growing vp with 
twitch.briars, thornes, is at fength ſmothered ;and as 
wholeſome meaxe in a ſtomacke full of flying choler 
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with theſe ſeerning graces, doth neuer ceaſe till they 
be brought vp anddiſcharged : Loke 8.12.13.14. Thus 
much to cleere that difference of graces in Gods chil- 
dren and: others, which cauſcth that the falles of the 
one are not totall nor finall, which is incident to the 
condition of the other. | 

Now taking it as granted that the Lords children 
fall, by reaſon of the reliques of fin ons rhem, 
I come toname the externall meanes, which actually 


_ foorth into Apoſtaſie this inbred defeRion. 


Theſe ſometime work it more violently at once,ſome- 
time ſucceſſiuely, by ſome heinous m—_— ſin,which 
like a ſtrong poyſon difparcheth all quickly. Crofles 
repeated, and gradually increaſed, lures of pleaſures 


' andprofits, vncomfortablenes, which accompanieth 


by many meanes Chriſtian courſes, (dead worke is 
quickly giuen ouer) cs of the multitude, a 
ftrong backbyas by which the diuell ſometimes draw- 
cthfrom verfiſting +0 2K ence at the ſimplicitic, 
which to eye of fleſh ſcemeth to be in Chriſtian cour- 
ſes.at difſention in opinions amongſt men of the ſame 
rofeſſion at the ſins obſerucd, and falls once knawwne 
by ſuch who make profeſſion ; the ſeducing,calles of 
falſe Teachers, the glorious ſhewes of holinefle, and 
whatlocuer things of this nature, by which men tho-. 
rough Satans working are withdrawne. 
 Nowtfolloweth the third-thing, the ſymptomes or 


* 


fignesof a declining foule. This one thing muſt be 
Hy leſtthat weake ones ſhould caſt themſclues 


ther downe by miſtaking the matter. The preſence 


of theſe cuils, and abſence of due diſpoſitions or ac- - 
_ tions are not cuill ſignes of a dangerouſly declining 
ulc, burwhen they are willingly carrie? without re- 
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: faſhion; the hearr and raines farre from 
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and endeuours after thecontra- 
ric: for as one may be without Gods gratiouspreſence 
co his feeling, and yer not a forfakerof God ;ſoone + 
may be without theſe things, and not leauing them, 
bur rather left of them, ( Gods wifedome for many 
ends ſo difpenſing).while by gricte, faith and renued 


deſires, he doth follow after them. 


"This conſideration interlaced for the right vnder- 
ſtanding of the matter in hand. Let this be the firſt 
ſigne, v2. afceble, livelefſe ation of grace willingly 
ainaied : V. g-as when a -man'can performe any 
Chriſtian dutic without all power ſpirituall and-good 
deuotionzneuerthelefſe doth not chalenge h "mſelfe 2s 
if itwere ill with him in that regard. Leſe adtiones le- 
ſas argunnt facultates: As when the eye ſeeth not as ir 
hath done,wee may preſume the inſtruments or facul- 
tics are not as they haue been : Sohere, when we doe 
not things with & vigour we haue done, itis aſigne 
of infirmitie, and a facultic inwardly. or outwardly 
/hindred : but when we can thinke welkcnough of thts 


ſtate, it is a ſigne of Apoſtacie and wiltull declining ; 


luskiſh reachings are the fits forerunners common- 
ly : Gods people declining. haue fallen firſt to theſe 
Cdnies: ro performance of duties in oc 
1c Lord, in 

«The ſecond figne is a-prepoſterous appetite of vn- 
wholeſome food liked well enough,no way diſturbant 


10 vs: when men can be witliour-preaching,or atleaſt 


without any that moueth- their conſciences ; when 
they can cxtoll frothic windie ſtuffe,which filleth: the, 
but neuer feedeth them, ſo as their ſoules arethe ber- 
ter for ittowar: God. It is a gps the manis willing 
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toifleepe thar draweth thecurtaines him :Itis a 
preſumprion,thattheſe are willing to nappe in their 
nes Nias lou not ſuch a light ot truthas ſhould a- 
waken them. Notbearing thewholeſome word is the 
preamble of Apoſtatic. .. ta2Hal 

--Athird token is indigeſtion ofthatwe heare,borne 
contentedly; when the heate of loue doth not ſo digeſt 
things,thar they mighr after be diſtributed into the 
veynes of euery good word and worke : becauſe they 
receiue not the truth in loue, &c. 2.Thel.2. VVhen 


” 


'mecate is taken in,and paſſeth away nor altered by the 
ſRomacke, it leauerth the body in an atrophic, that is, 


ſuch a ſtare wherein it is not nouriſhed : So here. 

The fourth ſigne is an inordinate appetite after 
things hurttull & noxious :as when a man feelcth no 
hurr, chough hee intermeddle immoderatly in the 
cares of the world; though he intemperatly quaffe-in 
theſe ſinfull pleaſures which laſt bur a ſeaſon : when a 


nan loues to follow. g—_ healths, we may boldly 


ſay, heeloues to breed ill health. Worldly cares and 
pleafures are the things of which the ſoule is drunken, 


and {urfers ; theſe are the thornes and weedes with 


whichrhe ſeede of graces neuer rthriveth. 


. + Atifthfigne may be the diſaffeting of our bre- 


thren, whom wee hauc acknowledged as begottcn of 
 God.Thediuel cannot bring a man who hath knowne 


 anygood,toconfrontand deſpiſe him dire&ly: there- 


$ 


fore heentrethchemwith this politick craine g he rea- 


<bing them firft to bee bold and trample downe his 
Ry, them to deſpiſe God, 
Demas (as it is likely)turning Apoſtate,for- 
- Thedxifigne is, when theres f 
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on 5 
in regard of our daily weakneſſes and leſſer finnes, bur 
they digeſt with vs: if the foule were nor fallen well 
alleepe, it could not concoc fo well. When nature 
(chings able ro prouoke taken in ) maketh not reſi- 


ſtance, her ſtrength is feeble : So here. But when a 


man 15 growne to this,that he can goe on in tis impe- 
nirencic without checke, it isan cuident figne hee ts 


downethewinde ina wiltull declination; yea that hee 


isfarre gone in it. Thus you haue heard that ſome 
fall from their grace zand for further declaration you 
haueſeene clecred,how farre all forts may fallwhence 
commeth their falles, with the difference of them. 
Thirdly,what are the indicants of a foule declining. 


The vie of all is; Firſt, as to ſtirre vs vp to take com- 7 r. 


fort in the true worke which God hath begun; fo to 
make ſure that wee haue receiued ſuch grace as ſhall 
not faile : would wenot be loath toreare ſuch a frame 
in a materiall building, which ſhould after come 
downe vpon our heads ? Weare builders, let vs make 
ſure to digge ſo deepe,and groundour worke fo well, 

{a ſhake fas they ſay, firme houſes 
will) yet it may befarre from feare of ruine. In taking 
gold we rcfuſe waſhed and light gold,or clipped, wee 
weighthem,ring them,&c. In receiuing grace benot 
leſſe carefull that ir bee right currant, not wanting a 


grainc of due weight. 


Secondly this,that many fall away, muſt awaken vs /7**.* 


to more circumſpeftion; though it " In vpon ſome 
men only,it is euery mans terror. VVe haue great rea- 
ſon, for wee live in moſt perilous times, wherein the 
holy Ghoſt hath warned vs thar the dampe of fin ſhall 
kethe loue of many waxe cold; wherein. the conta- 
gion of Apoſt7 + is epidemicall; is growne a popular 
- | C 2 diſeaſe. 
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diſeaſe. For now what!luke-warmnes > 'what'a vveake 
pulſc:heaterhcuerywhere? men carenot todeale with 
themſelues to hold their thoughts to heauenly things, 
to awaken their affeQions,to renue their faith, to blow 
vp-deuotioh; to live in an holy. contention; nay this 
in our daies. is. counted a ſuperfluous vnneceflarie 
courſe, forged in the head of ſome ouer-torward fel- 
lowes ; it is the vndiſcrecete feruor of greene youth, 
which ages wiſedome will take vp. Others more mo- 
deratly ſpoken,think that every thing new is dainrics, 
and zhat prime aftc&ions cannot be retained : afig- 
leafe,nature,art, grace, goe from leſle perfet to more 
perfect. Whether doth a child ateightyceres oreigh- 


 reene moſtloue and =— his inhet ttance?Doeſt thou 
s two laſt:yecres better then 


not count thy prentil 
foure of his firſt ? 
In ſtead of appetite to the word, now ſome think 
the-Sabbarh may be tollerably ſanCtified without any 
preaching : ſorae'count-it enough if they bee where 
pteaching is, let it be what it will be; farre from ſuch 


as is able-to worke on their ſoules ; as if the orders of 
the perſon, not the ſupernaturall _- of knowledge 
( 


and wiſedome made the Sermon(but theſe muſt not 
bee feuered) ; ſome count ſuch plaine preaching (as 
heretofore was effeQuall in them) lefſe diligent, and 
lefſelearned. Thus the diuell not able quite to make 
them caſt off the ordinance, perfwades them that 
change is no robberie; and that they may ſleepe the 
quicter(negleCing ſuch preaching as was powerfull 
in them ) hee. caſts: them this pillow, ſuggeſting that 


_they-leaue not that which was effeQtuall in them to- 
ward God, but that onely which was indiligent and 
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_ Agaioe,in ſtca ie vvord vpon our at- 
fetions, how many content themlelues to exerciſe 
their critickes, this or that was well ſpoken, &c. and 
there is an end? For the world, men haue their hands 
in it elbow decepe; yea many who in their times haue 
made,ſhew of a more heauenly minde, ſome are now 
:{o ſhic to their brethren, that they will not looke ar 
them, not meete on the ſame fide of the ſtreete, nor 
know them. How many, whoſe hearts would haue 
ſmitten them in lefler. offences, can now commit as 
great, and. it neuer vpbxaids them ? nay eſteeme this 
tendernes ſcrupulous ſimplicitte, and melancholike 


auſteritie. The more vulgar then this diſeaſe is, the 


more,cautelous we mult be. 


b « » & 


4 ” 


_. Thirdly, wee ſeenow thatwho will keepe life and 
power in his-courſe, endeuouring a good conſcience 
1 all things, they muſt paſle the pikes of cuill rongues 
which are thaken againſt them, For now ſuch heare,as 
if they were humouriſts , new-fangliſts , Preciſtans, 
proud, ſingular, ſimple,. melancholike perſons, what 


. not? Finally, the diuell ro make reuolts, now refines 


his vvits,and turnes Angell of light,hanging out our 
ovvne colours,that he may the eafilier ſurprize vs;and 
pretending pertecions, vvhich vvee yet vvant, doth | 
tranſport many,whom neither crofles norallurements 
Ws 6.6 ile againſt. So that vve had need,it euer, 


' to vwwalke verily, ooking to the author and finiſher of 


our faith: yea thankfully,thar fo ineuill times vve are 
kept (though vveakly) aliue in his ſight. Thus much 
of rhe ſecond doctrine. 


The third followeth in theſe words; to perdrtion,vi, 0bſeruat.., | 


of.the {oule,2.Pct.2.20-21. cuen ashe that; goeth out 


_ of the light,mvA ncedes come anto darkengſſc+ ſo.he 
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life, nuſtneedesfall into perdirion. The relapſe into 


any ſickneſſe is more dangerous, then the firſt entrance 


into it; fornature is now more enfeebled, much ſpent 
in her former reſiſtance ; againe, the diſeaſe is much 
ſtrengthened as a preuailing conquerour : So in theſe 
declinings from the healthſome ſtare of grace in ſome 
fortattamed, ſinne is ſtronger (the divell comming - 
with ſcuen worſeſpirits), and our capacitic of recet- 


uing healrh leſſer ; wee being twice dead, and for the 


degree more remoued from grace, then cuer before, 
and this end befalleth backſliders moſt deſeruedly:for 
they offer God the greateſt indigniric, it being berter 
they had neuer admitted him,then hauing taken him 


in.to difladge him cauſcleſly. Againe;when ſuch as 


forgetting their militarie Sacrament, ſteale from their 


_colours.are iuftly puniſhed with temporal death;how 
_ deſeruedly are theſe puniſhed with eternall perdition, 


who reſpec& not that warfare to which they haue 
bound themſelues by Sacrament,who flinch away,lea- 
uing thatdiſplaied enſigne of a zealous profeſſion,vn- 
der which ſometime they haue ſerued?> 

 Buthow can deſtruQion follow on declining cour- 


the other 


freight 


his merey way, not the 
fruit of ey after aſorr 


deſtroy 
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deſtroy themſelues,when they bring their ſpiritual life 
 intoa{woone,and leaue not themſelues breath or mo. 
tion diſcernable. For the wicked, though they neuer ' 
were thorowly vindicated or redeemed from deſtru- 
cion,yet tothe iudgement of charitie they ſeemed fo: 
now it is vſuall to ſpeake of things not according as 
they are,butas they appeare. Secondly,they though 
they neuer had that found eternall life, yet they had 
ſucha life as is ina wen ; and though theroots of their 
gricte were not brought away, yet theeffe&s were o 
reſtrained,and for atime ſuſpended, that to theirſee- 
ming they were made well. Thirdly,they are ſaid to 
fall into deſtruftion,though they are in it;becauſe they 
by Apoſtacic,goe tothe height and conſummation of 
it; as weare ſaid by a godly courſe,to goetolifecuer- 
laſting,which in ſome degree we haue alreadie. And 
the truth is, that falling awaydoth bring the vatimely 
iudgements; doth procure an effecuall delivering to 
Satan,who doth afterwards more fully fill chem with 
his efficacie : For as God-maketh the {incereſt Saints EE 
often of thoſe, who haue been the fouleſt ſinners : fo = 
here Satan,when hee getterh ſuch an one, who hath 
been in ſhew an Angell of light, he doth make of hin 
an incarnate dwell. In nature the ſweeteſt things 
when they turne,become the ſowreft. This ſo mortall 
fickneſſe we muſt take heede of; and ifourloue, zeale, 
tenderneſſe.of conſcience bee diminiſhed, wee muſt 
timely ſeeke our for remedie. I know menthinke,we 
arenot fo farre . once beloued, alwaies beloued 
we have ras, exp vn meerc-curioſitie, melancho- 
licke aufteritiegnen.in many conliderations reprouc- 
able;luch as thoſe;whodogornotwithihem, webope 
way bein G04 lauour;and goe'ts heaugy. Bulacuer | 


AX 


take - 


fy 


Xe raihe 0 "= 3 FIT 
” B Wi} Walk n - C , COS LN Eta , - SA A ator bf FIT BI A RI 3 OOO "TEE Ad 6 
A > £ Line - are 5. TER 7 7.4x þ= % bs ae KA EINS dog Þ bs rt 5 0 N00 ” i Os > $ FOE nts. (St 6,07 & ER? "4 Shs 6 þ As. nes þ q 
Ye a 1 BEET IE Eh, Re Ge EO I TR CS EN EIS vt, OE Upton nt DUE oh Ae EET I oC oo ES on en oo Ra WE rt 5 
, 4 5H FRELS, Cle En ng WANs PBs FT A: 5, 0 es Ee TI; Mr br 25 2 MT. ES = Aye &. FD a 20 ms Rd < I IS 
_ ITE + 4 4 4+TX4 W . \ Fe 4 - ret "I £ ; : | BIJes, 4 Þ # 4 C oe AIR py 374 5 tl ; 
4 c w £ : 4 F 3 - ” F % 7” 7 fo. 2 p 
1% 5 af : 


take ſuch: paines' to deceiue your ſelues ; theſe vaine 
words will not till rocke the conſcience afleepe. If 
thy ſpirituall aCtions be fallen aſleepe, thy contention 
_ the emill dwelling in thee ceaſed, thy appetite 
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themzin their viduals they are fo fore ſtreightned,ofte 
they carrie their liues in theirhands, and fight-in the © 
Canons mouth: to thinks. vpon this once, isenough — 
to make vs -aſhamed of our ſoftnes and cowardice. 
Bur we are of faith,as we ſay, and men of courage and 
wiſedome. Burt alas, firſt who hath theſe things? ſe- 
condly, who doth put them foorth > thirdly, who is 
conſtant in holding them, and making ſhew of them 
as occaſion is offered ? 1 
We may obſeruerhis as a fourth inſtruction,what 06/er»ar.4. 

is the propertie of a ſound belceuer or belecte,vrz. ro 

ſeucre when they are tried and oppoſed-: this faith 
15a pretious, fincere, neuer failing faith; it groweth 
from one degree to another; the true beleeuer hehol- 
deth the faith againſt hell gates themſelues, thar is, 
the powers of hell which oppole him in.it: which that 
wee may more fruitfully vaderſtand;z wee muſt know 
that where ſound: faith 15 wrought, there the dinell 
plaicth the aſſailant, bending al Ris force to dif-arme 
them of this diuine ſhield, by drawing thembacke a- 
gaine to vabelicte and falſe confidences which will 
not helpe them. 

To is purpoſc he muſtereth croſſes, vomirerh de- 
luges of falſe {landers ſtirreth vp the neereſt friends of 
{uch as are now come to. God by faith, to perſecute = 
them molt bitterly : ſometime hee ſhewerch them im- 
poſlibilities,in ſenſe of ſecing that they deſire and be- 
lecue : ſometimes hee troubleth their teelings,that ſo 
he may ſhake them in their belecuing ; ſomerimes he 
withdraweth their faith by falſe obie&s,which he pro- 
poſeth to them; bur if hee can not breake off their be- 
liefe,then he laicth abour to reprefle the feruencieand 
the renewed exz5cile of thei belle ae. 
wi 
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m weeare more interit;by 
making 6ur exercile paintuland vicomtortable,over. 
caſting:the light which: waswont t6 ſhine ro v$ 1 the 
romites; hindring vs from feeling rhe {wecre com: 
Xt inthem, exciting the reliques of floth, deadneſſe, 
inconftancic thar are' in-vs :lometime by ciuſeleſſe 
feares and finfull ſhamefaftnes hee withdraweth vs 
from our holy deuout exerciſe. But this found faith 
quencheth all theſe fierie darts which are throwne a- 
gainſt it; and like as a tree which ſhaken, rooteth 
moredceply; orlike as a torch which beaten, Glazech 
more brightly; or like as a ſtarre, which when the aire 
isobſcured, ſhineth moſt cleerely : fo it is with this 
roote.torch,this glorious ſtarre; theſe powers of dark- 
neſle doe nothing in theend, but-lend it a more beau- 
titull luſtre, then ir euer put foorth while it was not. 
berounded with any ſuch enmiries. | 


Trucitis,that the beſt faith may hang the win be- 


' ing weather-beaten;, and: feerne to retire vnder fome 


more vehement 'delaies or rentation: but that which 
flieth roday , fightethagaine'to morrow;and like as 
it is with thoſe, whoſe going backe helpeth them to 
take their riſe and fetch their leape-more commodi- 
oully : So here, faith (througty hit that is the author 
and finiſher of her) by how muck ſhe gaue backe, by 


 ſamuch in her renuedendeauours ſhe commeth for- 


ward more fucceſſetully. From this ground many. 
come to. be reproued: Some there are,who will feeme 
to follow finceriticand ſanRifieation; while making 
ſhew of theſe things is'gainfull; bur if crofles' come” 

acy will lay downe their weapotts, and will prouide. 
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time,caſt vp their hopes,and are ready proudly toſay 
It is in vaine to ſerue God. Amougliot Locks chil. 
dren,how many are there who follow not faith,grow.- 
ing vp from faith to faith, renewing the eu of it 
in faſtning on the gratious promiſes which are made 
vnto vs? Men that will checke themfelues if they omit 
the a&t of mercie, of teſtifying truth, of iuſtice where _ 
| occaſion is offered; blame not themſelues for negle- 
Qing to renew their faith rowards God, when his pro- 
miſes renewed), or experience of his goodnefle and 
truth doth call for it from vs. 

Some there are, who weakly foreſpeake things, (ig- 
nifying their ynbeliefe, by ſaying, they ſhall neuer ſce 
thisot thateuill mending with them; thar it is but # 
| folly to attempr further, ſeeing wee ſtrive againſt the 
{treame. Butthis js nor'to be carried with full faile of 
fairhfull perlwaſion on him who hath ſpoken good to 
vs,but thorough attendipg to that, ſenſe and reaſon 
ſpcaketh,toyeeld to vabelicte. = 

Secondly, wee may hence gatherthe truth of our 
beliefe, Hath ir ood thorough helpe of Gods grace 
in tentation ? Chriſt letteth vs ſee that he was our ſup- 
parter, it is a true ſfigne of grace neuer failing: buil- 
dings which ftand when windes and ſtormes beate on 
them, are preſumed to bee ſurely grounded, whereas 
the paper-walls and painted caſtles of theſe who haue 
notvntained grace, cannot cndure any found aflault 
which is made againſt them. | 

The laſt thing to be marked is, what it is that doth 09b/eruas:y. 
bring vs to ſee ſaluation here and euerlafting]y, it ts 
Qur belecte, r.Pet.x.5. Gods pleaſure of working this 
or that for vs, is firſt made knowne by his word reuea- 
ling it. $ecc': ''y, it is delaied for a triall of them to 

D : whom 
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whom tis given. Thirdly;it isexeciited. Now the re. 
uelarion of this future pleaſure onely faith apprehen- 
deth; the delay(wherem many occurrences are inci- 
dent) ſpeaking the contrary this faith beareth,by clea- 
uing to that word which formerly it tieard from God. 
VW _ the thing is. executed, then faith is changed 
with iight; ſo that it is plaine,that faith bringeth vs to 
{ce faluation, for it neuer giueth ouertill the thing be 
in preſent; it doth keepe vs within the tower of Gods 
impregnable ſtregthfor the preſent, which'is our ſafe- 
tic againftallenemies ; it doth bring vs our of all trou- 
bles by holding Gods gratious word ; as a man com- 
meth from a deepe dungeon,by climing a ſcaling lad- 
der caſtto him, orfitting vpon an Eagles wing which 
would mount vp with him. © __ 
Inthe Chapter following;there- is a catalogue of 
glorious belecuers, the end of their faith being like- 
wiſe recorded. Vhehce we may firſt ſee that errorof 
Papiſts, who though they aſcribe our firſt forgiuenes 
of our ſinnes tofanth; yet ourafter-righteouſneſſe and 
ſaluation. they referre ro good workes, penall ſatisfa- 
Ctians , application of the Churches- treaftrie, &c. 
withdrawing; themſclues from faith, when now they 
are brought to. be inflate of grace; but faith is*neuer 
to ceaſetill the thing belecued be now in ſight,neither 
willthe ſame thing bee got both by faith and workes; 
for. theſe are ſuch © will not be compounded, the A- 
poſtle being witneſle. 
| Againe,hence weſce how wotulla thing itis to caſt. 
away our confidence, wee fling away the plaiſter that 
| ſhauld healevs; forwhatſocuercuils were vpon vs,yer 
holding our faith on'the truth and mercie of God in 
Chriſt,they ſhould vaniſh away.asſhewers, whichon 
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our garments dric vp in time and come to nothing. 

Yea their danger is hence diſcouered , who th, 
they make conſcience of murther, adulterie, injuſtice; 
yet care not to liuc in vnbelietc, which is of all finnes 
the moſt dangerous, for the other ſhould not hurt vs 
deadly,were itnotforthis; thatwee will not by faith 
eake that medicine which ſhould heale vs. 

Secondly, this muſt incourage vs to perſeuere in 
our faith: as Chriſt looked to the end of the Croſſe, fo 
muſt we looke to the end of our faith, that we may en- 
dure all difficulties the better,with which wee are in- 
- countred.True it is,that menare often moſt deceiued, - 
where they truſt moſt; but leaning on the Lord, and 
waiting on him, thou ſhalt neuer bee deceiued,nor 
miſſe of his promiſed faluation.. 4] 
But in remporaric cuils we cannot aſſure our ſelues obje. 
of deliuerance. Anſw. The truth is,we ſee not deliue- 4:w. 
rance,becauſe we exerciſe not faith in particular pro- 
miſes ſo farre as wee might. Secondly, we muſt euer 
beaſſured of iſſue, ſuch as is ioyned with faluation. 
Thirdly, though it keep vs not out of the fire,yetfaith 
will keepe vs from burning,or taking hurt in our moſk 
ferie trials ; wherefore let vs renew our faith in Gods 
pretious promiſes,aſſuring our ſclues that the end 
of it ſhall be ſaluation of ſoule and body in 
the day ofour Lord ITefus Chrift. To 
We an the Father and 
Spirit,&c. Amen. 
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